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CHAPTER 1: 
INTRODUCTION TO LAKES AND 

REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT 

 

1.1 THE ROLE OF NATURAL RESOURCES IN URBAN 
EXPANSION 

or centuries, natural resources have played a crucial role in determining where 
humans settle and how cities expand. Among these resources, water has been 
one of the most essential. Lakes, rivers, and oceans have historically been the 

lifeblood of civilizations, providing fresh water for agriculture, transport, and industrial 
development. As societies transitioned from agrarian economies to industrial 
powerhouses, the importance of water bodies, particularly lakes, evolved in parallel. 
Lakes became not just a source of sustenance but also economic powerhouses—
fueling transportation, tourism, and eventually, real estate development. 
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In the modern context, the role of lakes in real estate development is profound. Lakes 
offer opportunities for high-value residential developments, recreational spaces, and 
commercial projects. Lakeside developments command premium prices, offering 
aesthetic, recreational, and environmental appeal to residents and businesses alike. 
This interplay between natural resources and urban development has led to some of 
the most iconic real estate projects in the USA, from the shores of the Great Lakes to 
man-made marvels like Lake Mead and Bois d'Arc Lake in Texas. 

 

1.2 LAKES AS CATALYSTS FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH 

The economic impact of lakes on surrounding areas is hard to overstate. Historically, 
lakes facilitated trade, transportation, and commerce. Cities like Chicago, Milwaukee, 
and Cleveland owe much of their early economic success to their proximity to large 
lakes, enabling them to become major hubs for industrial goods, transportation, and 
migration. 

Today, lakes continue to be powerful economic drivers, though their role has shifted 
from industrial to primarily recreational and residential development. Lakes draw 
tourism dollars, drive demand for waterfront properties, and contribute to increased 
land values. Surrounding communities benefit from this influx of wealth, creating job 
opportunities and spurring infrastructure projects. 

Bois d'Arc Lake, for instance, has recently emerged as a significant catalyst for growth 
in Fannin County, Texas. This man-made lake was constructed to ensure the region’s 
water supply but has since stimulated real estate development, attracting investors 
and developers to nearby cities. The long-term potential for lakes to shape the 
economic future of an area is undeniable, from property taxes to recreational business 
opportunities. 

 

1.3 OVERVIEW OF THE BOIS D'ARC LAKE PROJECT 

Bois d'Arc Lake, a 16,641-acre reservoir in Fannin County, Texas, was conceived as a 
solution to the growing water demand of the North Texas Municipal Water District 
(NTMWD) service area. This project, which began in earnest in 2019, is the first major 
reservoir to be built in Texas in nearly 30 years.  



   

       

 

 

6 

THE IMPACT OF LAKES ON REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT IN THE USA 

While its primary purpose is to ensure an ample water supply for the rapidly 
expanding Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex, the lake is also poised to dramatically alter 
the real estate landscape of the surrounding cities. 

Before the creation of Bois d'Arc Lake, the area was largely rural, with limited 
development. However, the construction of the lake, along with the necessary 
infrastructure like roads and utilities, has spurred an influx of residential, recreational, 
and commercial development. Cities like Bonham and Honey Grove are already seeing 
increased interest from developers who recognize the lake’s potential to draw new 
residents and tourists. The demand for lakefront properties is rising, as is interest in 
recreational businesses such as marinas, campgrounds, and parks. 

 

REAL ESTATE IMPLICATIONS 

The creation of Bois d'Arc Lake represents a major opportunity for both public and 
private sector investment in real estate. As the lake becomes a focal point for tourism 
and residential development, surrounding property values are expected to rise 
significantly. The opportunity to build luxury homes, resorts, and retail outlets around 
a scenic, accessible lake makes Bois d'Arc Lake a prime example of how natural 
resources can drive real estate development in previously underdeveloped areas. 

At its core, Bois d'Arc Lake is more than just a water resource—it's a catalyst for 
transforming Fannin County into a bustling center for recreation, tourism, and real 
estate investment. The project also holds lessons for future developments: careful 
planning and balancing ecological concerns with economic potential can yield lasting 
benefits for regions looking to harness the power of lakes for growth. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Lakes have played a vital role in shaping human settlement, economic growth, and 
real estate development. From ancient civilizations to the modern United States, lakes 
continue to serve as centers for commerce, industry, and recreation. The Bois d'Arc 
Lake project is a contemporary example of how lakes can spur regional development, 
attract real estate investment, and create thriving communities around their shores. 
As more man-made lakes emerge to meet water demand, we can expect their 
influence on real estate to grow, shaping the future of cities and regions across the 
USA. 
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CHAPTER 2: 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF LAKES 

AND REAL ESTATE 

 

2.1 THE EARLY DAYS: LAKES AS CENTERS OF CIVILIZATION 

ince the dawn of human civilization, bodies of water—particularly lakes—have 
been central to the development and growth of settlements. Ancient societies 
often established themselves around lakes, which provided not only a reliable 

source of freshwater but also fertile lands for agriculture. Lakes were natural hubs for 
fishing, transportation, and trade, allowing early civilizations to thrive and expand. 

In the United States, the indigenous peoples who lived near the Great Lakes, such as 
the Iroquois, Huron, and Ojibwa, relied on these water bodies for food, trade, and 
cultural significance. European settlers who arrived in the 17th and 18th centuries 
quickly recognized the economic value of these lakes, particularly for fur trade, 
logging, and the development of early trade routes. 
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As colonial expansion moved westward, lakes continued to play a vital role in shaping 
settlement patterns. Forts, towns, and trading posts were established near major 
lakes, solidifying their importance in the early real estate landscape of what would 
become the United States. Access to a lake meant access to trade, commerce, and 
transportation, often making lakeside land the most desirable and valuable in the 
region. 

 

2.2 THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION AND LAKEFRONT 
DEVELOPMENT 

The Industrial Revolution (late 18th to mid-19th century) marked a significant shift in 
the role lakes played in real estate development. As industries expanded, lakes 
became essential for the transportation of raw materials and finished goods. The 
construction of canals and railroads alongside lakes transformed them into bustling 
centers of commerce. Cities like Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, and Milwaukee, which 
are located on the shores of the Great Lakes, grew rapidly during this time, becoming 
industrial powerhouses due to their access to water transport. 

With industry came urbanization, and real estate along these lakes began to 
transform. Lakefront properties, which had once been agricultural or underdeveloped 
land, now became prime locations for factories, warehouses, and shipping yards. As 
populations grew, the demand for residential areas near these industrial centers also 
increased. Lakefront homes became popular among both the working class, who 
needed proximity to factories, and the wealthy elite, who built grand estates to take 
advantage of the scenic water views and cooler temperatures. 

Lakefront development during the Industrial Revolution was not without its 
challenges. Rapid industrialization often led to environmental degradation. Pollution 
from factories fouled many lakes, affecting water quality and the appeal of lakeside 
living. However, the economic benefits of developing lakefronts far outweighed the 
environmental concerns of the time, and the real estate value of lake-adjacent land 
continued to climb. 
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2.3 20TH CENTURY LAKESIDE LIVING 

The 20th century saw a dramatic shift in the way lakes were perceived in terms of 
real estate development. As industrial activity began to decline or move away from 
lakefront areas, especially in the latter half of the century, many lakes transitioned 
from industrial hubs to recreational and residential havens. The environmental 
movement, which gained momentum in the 1960s and 1970s, led to greater efforts to 
clean up polluted lakes and preserve their natural beauty. 

Lakeside living, once accessible mainly to the wealthy, began to become more 
attainable for middle-class Americans. The post-World War II economic boom, 
coupled with the rise of the suburban ideal, led to a surge in lakeside communities. 
Developers recognized the appeal of lakefront properties, and new residential 
subdivisions sprung up around lakes, offering scenic views, recreational opportunities, 
and a quieter lifestyle compared to urban centers. 

During this time, lakeside real estate became synonymous with leisure and luxury. 
Lakes such as Lake Tahoe, Lake Michigan, and the Finger Lakes in New York became 
prime vacation destinations, drawing visitors and second-home buyers alike. The 
proliferation of motor vehicles made it easier for Americans to travel to lakeside 
resorts and second homes, further driving up the value of real estate near water. 

Lakeside communities also became the focal points of real estate marketing. 
Developers capitalized on the allure of waterfront properties, often advertising them 
as escapes from the hustle and bustle of city life. This period marked the beginning of 
the modern lake house, a symbol of success, relaxation, and the American dream. 

 

2.4 ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES AND THE PRESERVATION OF 
LAKES 

By the mid-20th century, it became clear that the rapid urbanization and industrial 
development around lakes had taken a toll on the environment. In response, both 
federal and state governments introduced laws to protect lakes and their surrounding 
ecosystems. The Clean Water Act of 1972 was a landmark piece of legislation that 
aimed to reduce pollution in America's waterways, including lakes, and restore their 
natural beauty. 
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These policies had a direct impact on real estate development. Developers were now 
required to follow stricter guidelines when building near lakes, ensuring that their 
projects did not negatively impact water quality or local wildlife. As lakes became 
cleaner and more protected, their appeal for real estate development grew. A shift 
towards sustainable, eco-friendly development around lakes emerged, with a focus 
on preserving the natural environment while still creating valuable residential and 
commercial opportunities. 

In the context of real estate, these environmental policies significantly increased the 
value of lakefront properties. Clean, well-maintained lakes became magnets for high-
end developments, especially as Americans became more environmentally conscious. 
The rise of conservation easements, sustainable building practices, and green space 
integration further solidified lakeside properties as some of the most sought-after real 
estate in the country. 

 

2.5 THE EMERGENCE OF MAN-MADE LAKES 

In the latter half of the 20th century, as urban sprawl continued and natural lakes 
became increasingly crowded or developed, the creation of man-made lakes became 
a popular solution for new real estate opportunities. These artificial lakes, often built 
for water supply, flood control, or recreation, became focal points for new residential 
communities. 

One of the most notable examples of this trend is Lake Mead, created by the Hoover 
Dam in the 1930s. Originally constructed to control flooding and provide water for 
arid regions, Lake Mead quickly became a tourist destination, and by the 1950s, it was 
surrounded by vacation homes and resorts. 

In more recent years, Bois d'Arc Lake in Texas has emerged as a modern example of 
a man-made lake reshaping real estate development. Officially completed in 2021, 
Bois d'Arc Lake was created to meet the water needs of the growing Dallas-Fort 
Worth metroplex. However, its construction has already had a significant impact on 
the surrounding area's real estate market, with developers recognizing the potential 
for waterfront homes, recreational facilities, and tourism-based businesses. 

These man-made lakes have created entirely new opportunities for real estate 
developers. Where once there was only dry land, there are now waterfront properties 
with premium views and recreational possibilities, drawing both residents and 
investors to these new developments. 
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CONCLUSION 

The history of lakes and real estate development in the USA is one of transformation. 
From their early role as centers of trade and agriculture to their later function as 
industrial hubs, and finally as sought-after residential and recreational areas, lakes 
have consistently shaped the real estate landscape. Whether natural or man-made, 
lakes continue to influence where people live, work, and play, offering both economic 
opportunities and environmental challenges for future generations. The development 
of Bois d'Arc Lake in Texas is a modern continuation of this legacy, providing a 
glimpse into the future of lakes and real estate in America. 
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CHAPTER 3: 
BOIS D'ARC LAKE – A HISTORIC 

TRANSFORMATION 

 

3.1 HISTORY OF BOIS D'ARC LAKE: ORIGINS AND PURPOSE 

ois d'Arc Lake represents one of the most significant infrastructure projects in 
North Texas in recent decades. Located in Fannin County, Texas, this man-
made lake was conceived as a solution to the growing water needs of the 

rapidly expanding Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex. Officially completed in 2021, Bois 
d'Arc Lake spans 16,641 acres, providing a new water supply to over 1.8 million 
residents in the region. 
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The project was initiated by the North Texas Municipal Water District (NTMWD) to 
address a long-standing issue: water scarcity. With population growth skyrocketing 
in North Texas, the existing reservoirs were no longer sufficient to meet the region's 
water demands. To ensure a reliable future water source, Bois d'Arc Lake was 
constructed after nearly two decades of planning and environmental approvals. 

While the primary purpose of Bois d'Arc Lake was water supply, its development 
quickly became a pivotal moment for real estate in the surrounding area. Before the 
lake’s construction, Fannin County had been largely rural, with limited economic 
activity and low property values. However, the creation of the lake transformed the 
region into a focal point for residential and commercial development, spurring 
economic growth that continues to shape the local landscape today. 

 

3.2 HOW BOIS D'ARC LAKE SHAPED REGIONAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

The creation of Bois d'Arc Lake required significant upgrades to the regional 
infrastructure, which in turn opened up opportunities for real estate development. As 
part of the project, new highways, bridges, and utilities were built to support both the 
lake and its surrounding communities. This infrastructure not only facilitated the 
construction of the lake but also laid the groundwork for future growth. 

 

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESSIBILITY 

One of the key developments associated with Bois d'Arc Lake was the improvement 
of transportation networks. New roads and highways were constructed to provide 
better access to the lake and surrounding areas, making it easier for residents and 
tourists to reach the lakefront. Improved road infrastructure also made the area more 
attractive to developers, who saw the potential for creating new residential 
communities and commercial hubs. These transportation upgrades effectively 
connected the once-isolated rural areas of Fannin County to the larger North Texas 
region, enhancing the area's appeal for both residents and businesses. 
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UTILITY EXPANSION 

The creation of Bois d'Arc Lake also necessitated the expansion of utilities such as 
water, electricity, and wastewater management. These utility improvements were 
crucial not only for the lake itself but also for the surrounding real estate 
developments. For developers, the availability of modern utilities made the area more 
viable for large-scale residential and commercial projects. The expanded utility 
infrastructure, combined with the lake’s scenic views, created a highly attractive 
environment for new communities and businesses. 

 

RECREATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

Bois d'Arc Lake’s appeal extends beyond its practical purpose as a water source—it 
has also become a recreational destination. Plans for parks, hiking trails, fishing piers, 
and boating facilities were incorporated into the lake’s design, further enhancing its 
value for real estate development. The potential for outdoor activities and recreational 
amenities around the lake has drawn tourists and prospective homebuyers alike. 
Developers are now building lakeside homes and communities that capitalize on 
these recreational offerings, positioning the lake as a desirable location for both full-
time residents and vacationers. 

 

3.3 THE REAL ESTATE BOOM: FROM RURAL LAND TO PRIME 
LAKEFRONT PROPERTY 

The impact of Bois d'Arc Lake on the real estate market has been nothing short of 
transformative. Prior to the lake’s construction, land in Fannin County was primarily 
used for agriculture, and property values were relatively low. However, the 
development of the lake has dramatically changed the real estate landscape, with 
land values surging as developers rush to create new lakefront properties and 
communities. 
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INCREASED DEMAND FOR LAKEFRONT PROPERTIES 

The completion of Bois d'Arc Lake has significantly increased demand for lakefront 
homes and recreational properties. Many homebuyers are drawn to the appeal of 
living near the water, with opportunities for fishing, boating, and other outdoor 
activities. Developers have seized this opportunity by building high-end lakefront 
homes and communities that offer residents stunning views and direct access to the 
water. These properties are marketed as luxurious, serene, and close to nature, driving 
up demand and, consequently, property prices. 

Lakefront living, traditionally seen as a luxury reserved for vacation homes, is 
becoming more accessible to North Texans as Bois d'Arc Lake developments cater to 
a range of buyers—from young families looking for a peaceful, nature-rich 
environment to retirees seeking a tranquil lifestyle. 

 

EMERGENCE OF MASTER-PLANNED COMMUNITIES 

In addition to individual lakefront homes, master-planned communities are emerging 
as a dominant trend around Bois d'Arc Lake. These communities are designed to offer 
a variety of amenities such as parks, golf courses, marinas, and shopping centers, 
creating a self-sustaining environment for residents. Master-planned developments 
take advantage of the lake’s scenic beauty, offering both residential and commercial 
spaces that blend with the natural surroundings. 

This type of real estate development appeals to those looking for convenience and 
community. Many of these developments offer easy access to both recreational 
activities on the lake and necessary amenities like schools, grocery stores, and 
healthcare facilities. Developers are also incorporating sustainable practices into 
these communities, ensuring that they maintain the environmental integrity of the lake 
while offering modern conveniences. 
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SHIFT IN PROPERTY VALUES AND ECONOMIC GROWTH 

Bois d'Arc Lake has brought about a dramatic increase in property values in Fannin 
County. Land that was once inexpensive and used for farming has become some of 
the most valuable real estate in the area. This shift has not only benefitted landowners 
but also the local economy, as new businesses emerge to cater to the growing 
population. Restaurants, retail stores, and recreational facilities are being developed 
around the lake, creating job opportunities and driving economic growth. 

The lake has also attracted a variety of investors, from local developers to national 
real estate firms. Many are seeking to capitalize on the increasing demand for 
lakefront properties, investing in residential developments, resort-style vacation 
homes, and commercial enterprises that cater to both residents and tourists. This 
influx of investment has created a real estate boom that is transforming Fannin 
County from a rural area into a thriving, economically diverse region. 

 

3.4 A CASE STUDY: BONHAM, TEXAS 

The city of Bonham, located near Bois d'Arc Lake, serves as a prime example of how 
the lake’s development has transformed surrounding communities. Before the lake’s 
construction, Bonham was a small, rural town with limited economic activity and 
modest real estate prices. However, the arrival of Bois d'Arc Lake has brought a wave 
of new development and investment to the city. 

 

REAL ESTATE EXPANSION 

Since the lake’s completion, Bonham has experienced a surge in real estate 
development. Lakefront homes, condominiums, and vacation properties are now 
being constructed at a rapid pace. The city has also seen an influx of new residents, 
many of whom are drawn to the opportunity to live near the water while still being 
within commuting distance of Dallas-Fort Worth. As a result, property values in 
Bonham have risen significantly, making it one of the fastest-growing real estate 
markets in the region. 
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TOURISM AND RECREATION 

Bonham’s proximity to Bois d'Arc Lake has also made it a hotspot for tourism. The 
lake’s recreational amenities, including fishing, boating, and hiking, attract visitors 
from across North Texas, boosting the local economy. Hotels, restaurants, and retail 
stores have opened in response to the growing number of tourists, providing new job 
opportunities and contributing to Bonham’s economic growth. 

 

LONG-TERM IMPACTS 

The long-term impact of Bois d'Arc Lake on Bonham’s real estate market is expected 
to be profound. As the city continues to grow, developers are planning additional 
residential communities, commercial centers, and recreational facilities to 
accommodate the increasing demand. Bonham is transforming from a small, rural 
town into a vibrant community with a diverse economy and a booming real estate 
market—all thanks to the construction of Bois d'Arc Lake. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The development of Bois d'Arc Lake has been a transformative event for Fannin 
County and the surrounding cities. What began as a water supply project has become 
a catalyst for real estate growth, infrastructure development, and economic 
prosperity. With its lakefront properties, master-planned communities, and 
recreational amenities, Bois d'Arc Lake is shaping the future of real estate in the 
region, offering opportunities for both residents and investors. As the lake continues 
to attract development and investment, its impact on the real estate market will only 
grow, marking a new chapter in the history of lakes and real estate in the USA. 
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CHAPTER 4: 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL IMPACT 

ON SURROUNDING CITIES 

 

4.1 GROWTH OF FANNIN COUNTY AND SURROUNDING 
AREAS 

he development of Bois d'Arc Lake has had a profound economic and social 
impact on Fannin County and the surrounding areas, leading to unprecedented 
growth. Once primarily an agricultural region, Fannin County has transformed 

into a thriving hub for residential, recreational, and commercial development, driven 
in large part by the lake’s creation. This shift has brought new opportunities for 
investment, tourism, and population growth, making the area more economically 
diverse and socially vibrant. 

 

T 
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POPULATION INCREASE AND URBANIZATION 

Before the construction of Bois d'Arc Lake, Fannin County had a relatively small, rural 
population. However, the lake's creation has spurred a population boom, as people 
are drawn to the area for its recreational opportunities, lakefront properties, and 
proximity to the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex. Many families and retirees are 
relocating to the area, seeking a quieter lifestyle near the water without sacrificing 
access to urban amenities. The influx of new residents has led to an increased 
demand for housing, schools, healthcare, and other public services, contributing to the 
rapid urbanization of what was once a primarily rural area. 

 

ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION 

Fannin County’s economy, traditionally centered on agriculture, has diversified 
significantly since the development of Bois d'Arc Lake. New industries, such as 
tourism, real estate development, and retail, have emerged as major contributors to 
the local economy. The lake's recreational appeal has attracted both tourists and 
investors, leading to the construction of hotels, restaurants, shopping centers, and 
recreational facilities around the lake. 

Additionally, the rise in property values has created opportunities for real estate 
developers and investors, who are building lakefront homes, vacation properties, and 
commercial spaces to meet the growing demand. This diversification has 
strengthened the local economy, providing new jobs and business opportunities for 
the residents of Fannin County and surrounding areas. 

 

4.2 REAL ESTATE TRENDS POST-BOIS D'ARC LAKE 
DEVELOPMENT 

The real estate market in Fannin County and the surrounding areas has undergone a 
dramatic transformation since the construction of Bois d'Arc Lake. The once-
affordable rural land has become prime real estate, with property values rising 
steadily as developers and homebuyers seek to take advantage of the lake’s natural 
beauty and recreational opportunities. 
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RISING PROPERTY VALUES 

One of the most significant impacts of Bois d'Arc Lake on the local real estate market 
has been the rise in property values. Lakefront properties are now in high demand, 
with homebuyers willing to pay a premium for access to the water and scenic views. 
Even properties located a few miles away from the lake have seen substantial 
increases in value, as the entire region becomes more desirable for both permanent 
residents and vacation homeowners. 

The demand for lakefront homes has created a seller’s market, with properties often 
selling quickly and at prices above market value. This trend is expected to continue as 
more people become aware of the opportunities in Fannin County and surrounding 
areas. For longtime residents and landowners, this increase in property values has 
created new wealth, with many choosing to sell their land to developers or take 
advantage of the rising market by building their own homes and businesses. 

 

EMERGENCE OF LUXURY DEVELOPMENTS 

The rise in property values has led to the development of high-end, luxury 
communities around Bois d'Arc Lake. These developments often feature large 
lakefront homes with modern amenities, private docks, and access to community 
recreational facilities such as marinas, golf courses, and parks. Developers are 
marketing these properties as ideal vacation homes or primary residences for those 
seeking a peaceful, waterfront lifestyle. 

Luxury developments also cater to the growing number of retirees who are relocating 
to the area. These communities offer a blend of natural beauty and convenience, with 
easy access to both the lake and essential services like healthcare and shopping. The 
development of retirement communities around Bois d'Arc Lake is another driver of 
economic growth, as retirees bring with them disposable income and contribute to the 
local economy. 
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EXPANSION OF RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL ZONES 

While lakefront properties command the highest prices, the impact of Bois d'Arc Lake 
has extended to residential and commercial areas further inland as well. New 
residential neighborhoods are being developed throughout Fannin County, offering 
more affordable housing options for families and individuals who want to live near 
the lake but cannot afford waterfront homes. These developments are attracting 
middle-income families and professionals, further diversifying the local population. 

Commercial development has also expanded as new businesses open to serve the 
growing population. Shopping centers, restaurants, and service providers are being 
built in and around the cities of Bonham and Honey Grove, creating new job 
opportunities and enhancing the quality of life for residents. The increase in 
commercial activity has made the area more self-sustaining, reducing the need for 
residents to travel to larger cities for work or leisure. 

 

4.3 A CASE STUDY ON BONHAM, TEXAS 

Bonham, Texas, has been one of the cities most positively impacted by the 
development of Bois d'Arc Lake. As the county seat of Fannin County and the closest 
city to the lake, Bonham has experienced significant growth in population, economic 
activity, and real estate development since the lake's completion. Once a quiet, rural 
town, Bonham is now a vibrant community attracting new residents, businesses, and 
investors. 

 

POPULATION GROWTH AND HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 

The population of Bonham has grown steadily since the construction of Bois d'Arc 
Lake, as people from across Texas and beyond have moved to the area to take 
advantage of its scenic beauty and recreational opportunities. The demand for 
housing has risen accordingly, leading to the development of new residential 
neighborhoods both in the city and around the lake. 

These new housing developments range from affordable single-family homes to 
luxury lakefront properties, offering a variety of options for different income levels and 
lifestyles. As more people move to Bonham, the city has had to expand its 
infrastructure, building new schools, healthcare facilities, and public services to 
accommodate the growing population. 
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ECONOMIC IMPACT 

The economic impact of Bois d'Arc Lake on Bonham has been transformative. New 
businesses have opened to serve both the local population and the influx of tourists 
visiting the lake. Restaurants, hotels, and retail stores have flourished as the number 
of visitors to the area has increased, contributing to job creation and economic growth. 

Tourism has become a significant industry in Bonham, with the lake serving as a major 
draw for visitors interested in fishing, boating, camping, and other outdoor activities. 
The city has capitalized on this by promoting itself as a destination for eco-tourism 
and outdoor recreation, further enhancing its appeal to tourists and potential new 
residents alike. 

 

CHALLENGES OF RAPID GROWTH 

While the development of Bois d'Arc Lake has brought many positive changes to 
Bonham, it has also presented challenges. Rapid population growth has put pressure 
on the city’s infrastructure, leading to increased traffic, higher demand for public 
services, and the need for more housing and commercial spaces. The city government 
has had to balance the need for expansion with the desire to maintain the small-town 
charm that has long defined Bonham. 

Additionally, the rise in property values has made it more difficult for some longtime 
residents to afford housing, particularly those on fixed incomes. Gentrification has 
become a concern, as new developments cater to wealthier individuals, potentially 
pricing out lower-income residents. Bonham’s city leaders are working to address 
these challenges by promoting affordable housing and ensuring that new 
development is balanced with the needs of the existing community. 

 

LONG-TERM OUTLOOK 

Despite these challenges, the long-term outlook for Bonham is overwhelmingly 
positive. The development of Bois d'Arc Lake has positioned the city as a growing 
economic and recreational hub in North Texas. As the population continues to grow, 
Bonham is likely to see further expansion of its housing market, commercial sector, 
and tourism industry. The city’s proximity to the lake ensures that it will remain a focal 
point for real estate development and economic growth for years to come. 
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CONCLUSION 

The creation of Bois d'Arc Lake has reshaped the economic and social landscape of 
Fannin County and surrounding areas, leading to population growth, increased 
property values, and the emergence of new industries. Cities like Bonham have 
benefitted greatly from the lake’s development, becoming vibrant communities with 
thriving real estate markets and economies. While challenges such as infrastructure 
strain and rising property prices must be addressed, the long-term impact of Bois 
d'Arc Lake is expected to be overwhelmingly positive, solidifying the region’s place as 
a key area for growth and investment in North Texas. 

The ripple effects of Bois d'Arc Lake extend beyond the immediate area, offering 
valuable insights into how natural and man-made lakes can drive regional growth, 
increase property values, and transform communities. As the surrounding cities 
continue to evolve, the lake will remain at the heart of this transformation, fueling both 
economic opportunity and social change. 
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CHAPTER 5: 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND 

SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 

 

5.1 BALANCING DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION 

he creation of lakes, whether natural or man-made, offers immense economic 
and real estate development opportunities, but it also brings significant 
environmental responsibilities. As communities expand around lakes like Bois 

d'Arc Lake, there is a delicate balance between harnessing the economic potential of 
these areas and protecting the natural ecosystems that make them so desirable. This 
chapter examines the environmental and sustainability considerations surrounding 
lake development, with a particular focus on Bois d'Arc Lake. 

 

T 
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The construction of Bois d'Arc Lake, while primarily intended to address water scarcity 
in North Texas, was subject to intense environmental scrutiny. The project involved 
the flooding of over 16,000 acres of land, which impacted local wildlife, vegetation, 
and the overall ecosystem. Careful planning and mitigation strategies were 
implemented to ensure that the environmental effects of the lake were minimized. For 
instance, efforts were made to relocate endangered species and preserve nearby 
wetlands, which are critical to maintaining the ecological balance of the region. 

However, even with these efforts, development around lakes can strain local 
ecosystems. Urbanization often leads to deforestation, soil erosion, and pollution, 
which can affect the water quality of the lake and the surrounding environment. 
Runoff from new developments, for example, can introduce harmful chemicals and 
debris into the lake, negatively impacting fish populations and water quality. 

To address these challenges, sustainable development practices are essential. 
Developers, local governments, and conservationists must work together to ensure 
that the natural beauty and ecological health of lakes like Bois d'Arc Lake are 
preserved for future generations. This involves implementing smart land-use 
planning, protecting critical habitats, and regulating activities that may harm the 
lake’s ecosystem. 

 

5.2 LESSONS FROM BOIS D'ARC LAKE 

The development of Bois d'Arc Lake provides a useful case study in how large-scale 
infrastructure projects can integrate environmental sustainability into their planning 
and execution. The project offers several key lessons in how to mitigate the 
environmental impact of lake construction and development while still allowing for 
real estate and economic growth. 

 

HABITAT RESTORATION AND PRESERVATION 

One of the primary environmental initiatives tied to the Bois d'Arc Lake project was 
habitat restoration. The construction of the lake led to the displacement of several 
species and the destruction of natural habitats. To compensate for this, the North 
Texas Municipal Water District (NTMWD) implemented a series of restoration projects 
aimed at preserving and recreating habitats for wildlife.  
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Over 17,000 acres of land around the lake were designated for habitat restoration, 
including the creation of wetlands, forests, and grasslands. 

These restored habitats not only support local wildlife but also help to maintain the 
ecological balance of the area. Wetlands, for example, act as natural filters, improving 
water quality by trapping sediments and pollutants before they reach the lake. 
Forested areas help to prevent soil erosion and provide critical habitats for birds, 
mammals, and other species. 

 

WATER QUALITY MONITORING 

Protecting water quality is one of the most important environmental considerations in 
lake development. Bois d'Arc Lake is no exception. In the years since its construction, 
a comprehensive water quality monitoring system has been put in place to ensure 
that the lake remains clean and healthy for both human use and the local ecosystem. 

This monitoring system includes regular testing of the lake’s water for contaminants, 
such as chemicals from agricultural runoff or construction debris. By identifying 
potential pollution sources early, local authorities can take action to prevent long-term 
damage to the lake. This proactive approach has been critical in maintaining the lake’s 
water quality, allowing it to serve as both a drinking water reservoir and a recreational 
destination. 

 

SUSTAINABLE REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT 

Real estate development around Bois d'Arc Lake has embraced a more sustainable 
approach to construction, recognizing the long-term benefits of protecting the lake’s 
natural environment. Developers are incorporating green building practices, such as 
energy-efficient designs, eco-friendly materials, and water conservation technologies, 
into new residential and commercial projects. These sustainable practices not only 
reduce the environmental footprint of new developments but also appeal to 
environmentally conscious buyers, who are increasingly seeking eco-friendly homes 
and communities. 
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In addition to green building practices, developers around Bois d'Arc Lake are also 
focusing on creating open spaces, parks, and walking trails, ensuring that the natural 
beauty of the area is preserved. These developments are designed to blend with the 
natural landscape, minimizing disruption to the environment while enhancing the 
quality of life for residents. 

 

5.3 LONG-TERM SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE 
CONSIDERATIONS 

As real estate development around lakes continues, long-term sustainability must be 
a priority. This includes not only protecting the environment in the short term but also 
planning for future challenges, such as climate change. Lakes are highly sensitive to 
changes in weather patterns, and shifts in rainfall, temperature, and water demand 
can all have significant impacts on both the lake and the surrounding community. 

 

CLIMATE RESILIENCE 

One of the key environmental challenges facing lakes in the future is climate change. 
As temperatures rise and weather patterns become more unpredictable, lakes are at 
risk of experiencing droughts, flooding, and changes in water levels. For man-made 
lakes like Bois d'Arc Lake, which are primarily designed for water supply, these 
changes could have profound implications for both water availability and real estate 
development. 

To ensure the long-term sustainability of lakes and surrounding communities, climate 
resilience must be incorporated into the planning and management of these areas. 
This includes strategies such as building climate-resistant infrastructure, 
implementing water conservation measures, and preparing for extreme weather 
events. Local governments and developers must also be proactive in managing the 
risk of flooding or drought, which can impact property values, tourism, and the overall 
health of the lake’s ecosystem. 
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SUSTAINABLE WATER MANAGEMENT 

Water scarcity is a growing concern in many parts of the United States, particularly 
in regions experiencing rapid population growth. Bois d'Arc Lake was built in response 
to the growing water needs of North Texas, but it’s essential to manage this resource 
sustainably to ensure it continues to meet future demand. Overuse of lake water for 
residential, agricultural, or industrial purposes can deplete the resource, harming both 
the environment and the communities that depend on it. 

Sustainable water management practices include promoting water conservation, 
regulating water withdrawals, and investing in technologies that reduce water waste. 
Public education campaigns can also encourage residents and businesses to use 
water responsibly, helping to extend the lifespan of water resources like Bois d'Arc 
Lake. 

 

BIODIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEM SERVICES 

Lakes are ecosystems that provide essential services to both humans and wildlife. 
They support biodiversity, regulate water cycles, and provide recreational and 
aesthetic value. Maintaining the biodiversity of a lake is crucial for preserving these 
ecosystem services, and this requires careful management of human activities that 
may threaten the lake’s health. 

In the case of Bois d'Arc Lake, efforts have been made to preserve biodiversity through 
habitat restoration and environmental monitoring. However, ongoing development 
around the lake poses a potential risk to the ecosystem. As more land is developed, 
it’s important to ensure that critical habitats are protected and that wildlife corridors 
are maintained to allow animals to move freely between different parts of the 
ecosystem. 
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CONCLUSION 

Bois d'Arc Lake serves as a powerful example of how environmental and 
sustainability considerations can be integrated into large-scale development projects. 
While the lake has provided significant economic and real estate opportunities, it has 
also required careful planning and management to protect the surrounding 
environment. Through habitat restoration, water quality monitoring, and sustainable 
real estate practices, the developers of Bois d'Arc Lake have worked to ensure that 
the lake remains a healthy, vibrant part of the region’s ecosystem. 

Looking forward, it’s clear that sustainability must remain a central focus for any 
future development around lakes. Climate change, water scarcity, and the need to 
protect biodiversity will all play a role in shaping how lakes like Bois d'Arc are 
managed in the years to come. By prioritizing environmental protection alongside 
economic growth, developers and local governments can create thriving communities 
that benefit both people and the planet. 

The lessons learned from Bois d'Arc Lake can inform future projects across the United 
States, ensuring that lakes continue to provide essential resources and opportunities 
for generations to come. 
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CHAPTER 6: 
THE FUTURE OF LAKES AND REAL 

ESTATE IN THE USA 

 

6.1 HOW LAKES WILL SHAPE FUTURE URBAN PLANNING 

s we look toward the future, lakes will continue to play a significant role in 
urban planning and real estate development across the United States. Both 
natural and man-made lakes offer unique opportunities for sustainable 

growth, recreation, and community building. With rising population pressures, climate 
change, and increasing demand for water resources, the strategic use of lakes will be 
critical in shaping how cities expand and evolve in the coming decades. 
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THE RISE OF MASTER-PLANNED LAKE COMMUNITIES 

Master-planned communities around lakes are likely to continue to grow in popularity. 
These developments, which combine residential, commercial, and recreational 
spaces, provide a blueprint for sustainable, integrated living. As more people seek a 
balance between nature and modern conveniences, lakeside communities offer a 
compelling option for developers and homebuyers alike. 

Master-planned lake communities are designed to offer a cohesive living experience. 
They feature homes with scenic lake views, community parks, marinas, hiking trails, 
and easy access to essential services like schools and healthcare. As urban centers 
become more crowded, developers will increasingly look to lakes as natural focal 
points for these types of communities, providing residents with an attractive lifestyle 
that blends modern living with natural beauty. 

 

WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION AND REDEVELOPMENT 

In addition to new developments, the future of lakes and real estate will involve the 
revitalization of existing waterfront areas. Many lakeside regions in the U.S., especially 
in older industrial cities, have underutilized or neglected waterfronts that present 
significant redevelopment opportunities. Cities like Detroit, Cleveland, and Buffalo, 
which are situated on the Great Lakes, have already begun transforming former 
industrial sites into vibrant mixed-use districts. 

This trend of waterfront revitalization is expected to accelerate as cities seek to 
reclaim their waterfronts for public use, real estate, and tourism. Developers and 
urban planners will continue to find innovative ways to redevelop these areas, 
incorporating sustainable design, green spaces, and recreational facilities that attract 
both residents and tourists. These projects not only increase property values but also 
help cities reconnect with their natural resources, fostering economic growth and 
community engagement. 
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INCORPORATING LAKES INTO SMART CITY DESIGNS 

As cities embrace smart technology and sustainable urban planning, lakes will 
become central to smart city designs. Smart cities aim to improve quality of life 
through technology, sustainability, and infrastructure innovation. Lakes can play a key 
role in this movement by providing natural spaces that enhance urban living, support 
biodiversity, and offer recreational opportunities. 

Smart lakefront developments could include features like smart water management 
systems that monitor and optimize water quality, smart lighting and energy systems 
in lakeside parks, and autonomous transportation systems that ferry residents across 
the lake. These developments will appeal to future generations of homebuyers who 
prioritize sustainability and technological innovation in their choice of where to live. 

 

6.2 INSIGHTS FROM THE BOIS D'ARC LAKE PROJECT 

The development of Bois d'Arc Lake offers valuable insights into how lakes can shape 
real estate development and urban planning in the future. By examining the successes 
and challenges of this project, we can identify key lessons that will inform future lake-
based developments across the United States. 

 

LEVERAGING LAKES FOR REGIONAL ECONOMIC GROWTH 

Bois d'Arc Lake has demonstrated how lakes can be used as catalysts for regional 
economic growth. The lake has transformed the surrounding areas of Fannin County 
from largely rural land into a thriving hub of residential, commercial, and recreational 
development. Similar projects in other parts of the country can replicate this model by 
creating lakes to address water scarcity while also leveraging the lake’s economic 
potential for real estate and tourism. 

One key lesson from Bois d'Arc Lake is the importance of infrastructure investment. 
The success of the project was closely tied to the development of new highways, 
bridges, and utility systems, which made the area accessible and attractive to both 
residents and investors. Future lake developments will need to prioritize infrastructure 
from the outset to ensure long-term economic viability. 
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PRACTICES AS A COMPETITIVE 
ADVANTAGE 

Sustainability has been a central theme in the development of Bois d'Arc Lake, and 
this focus on environmental stewardship has not only protected the lake’s ecosystem 
but also increased the appeal of real estate developments around the lake. As more 
homebuyers and investors prioritize sustainability, developers will need to adopt eco-
friendly building practices, such as green construction, water conservation, and 
energy-efficient designs. 

In the future, sustainable lake developments will have a competitive advantage in the 
real estate market. Homebuyers will be drawn to communities that offer sustainable 
living options, clean water, and preserved natural spaces. By focusing on long-term 
environmental protection, developers can create projects that benefit both the 
community and the planet. 

 

PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS AS A MODEL FOR SUCCESS 

The development of Bois d'Arc Lake was made possible through a combination of 
public funding and private investment. This public-private partnership was essential 
to the success of the project, as it allowed the region to pool resources, share risks, 
and ensure that the lake served both public needs and private interests. 

This model of collaboration will likely become more common in future lake 
developments. Government agencies and private developers can work together to 
build lakes that address critical infrastructure needs, such as water supply or flood 
control, while also creating economic opportunities for real estate development. By 
aligning the goals of public and private stakeholders, these partnerships can produce 
projects that are financially sustainable, environmentally responsible, and beneficial 
to the broader community. 
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6.3 LAKES AS A SOLUTION TO URBAN SPRAWL 

One of the most pressing challenges facing cities today is urban sprawl—the 
unchecked expansion of urban areas into surrounding rural land. This often leads to 
environmental degradation, increased traffic, and inefficient use of resources. Lakes, 
both natural and artificial, can serve as a solution to this problem by providing a 
natural boundary for development and encouraging more sustainable land-use 
practices. 

 

CREATING NATURAL GREEN BELTS 

Lakes can act as natural green belts, limiting the expansion of urban areas and 
preserving open spaces for recreation, wildlife, and agriculture. By incorporating lakes 
into urban planning, cities can create more compact, sustainable communities that 
prioritize walkability, public transportation, and green spaces over car-centric 
suburban sprawl. 

Developers and city planners can design communities that cluster around lakes, using 
the water body as a focal point for dense, mixed-use development. This approach 
encourages more efficient use of land, reduces the environmental impact of new 
developments, and creates healthier, more vibrant communities. 

 

PROMOTING ECO-TOURISM AND RECREATION 

Lakes are a natural draw for tourists and recreation enthusiasts, making them ideal 
locations for eco-tourism and outdoor activities. Cities that invest in the preservation 
and development of lakes can create thriving tourism economies centered around 
water-based recreation, such as fishing, boating, and hiking. This not only boosts local 
economies but also provides residents with access to outdoor spaces that improve 
their quality of life. 

The future of lake development will likely see an increase in eco-friendly tourism 
projects that prioritize sustainability and environmental protection. Developers will 
focus on creating resorts, marinas, and recreational facilities that have minimal impact 
on the surrounding ecosystem while offering visitors a chance to connect with nature. 
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6.4 TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION IN LAKE MANAGEMENT 

The future of lakes and real estate development will increasingly rely on technology 
to ensure sustainable management and growth. Advancements in water 
management, environmental monitoring, and smart city integration will allow for 
more efficient and effective use of lakes as both natural resources and development 
hubs. 

 

SMART WATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 

One of the most promising technological advancements in lake management is the 
use of smart water management systems. These systems use sensors and data 
analytics to monitor water quality, track changes in water levels, and optimize the use 
of water resources. By detecting pollution early, these systems can prevent 
environmental damage and ensure that lakes remain healthy for both human and 
wildlife use. 

Smart water systems can also help manage water distribution more efficiently, 
ensuring that communities surrounding lakes have access to clean water while 
minimizing waste. As water scarcity becomes a more pressing issue in many parts of 
the country, the integration of smart water management technologies will be essential 
for the sustainable development of lakes. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING WITH AI AND DRONES 

Advancements in artificial intelligence (AI) and drone technology are also 
revolutionizing how lakes are monitored and managed. Drones equipped with 
cameras and sensors can capture real-time data on the health of lakes, including 
water temperature, pollution levels, and biodiversity. This data can then be analyzed 
using AI algorithms to detect patterns, predict potential environmental threats, and 
guide management decisions. 

By using drones and AI for environmental monitoring, lake managers can quickly 
identify areas of concern and take action before problems escalate. This technology 
will be particularly useful in large lakes or remote areas where traditional monitoring 
methods may be impractical or too costly. 
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CONCLUSION 

Lakes will continue to play a critical role in shaping the future of real estate 
development and urban planning in the United States. From promoting sustainable, 
master-planned communities to providing natural solutions for managing urban 
sprawl, lakes offer a unique opportunity to balance growth with environmental 
stewardship. 

The lessons learned from projects like Bois d'Arc Lake highlight the importance of 
integrating sustainable practices, fostering public-private partnerships, and 
leveraging technology to manage these precious resources effectively. As we look 
ahead, lakes will remain central to creating resilient, vibrant communities that benefit 
both people and the planet. By prioritizing smart development and environmental 
protection, we can ensure that lakes continue to provide value for generations to 
come. 
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CHAPTER 7: 
CONCLUSION – THE ENDURING 

CONNECTION BETWEEN  
LAKES AND REAL ESTATE 

 

7.1 THE ENDURING CONNECTION BETWEEN LAKES AND REAL 
ESTATE 

he historical, economic, and social ties between lakes and real estate 
development are deep-rooted and undeniable. Throughout history, lakes have 
shaped human settlement, driven economic growth, and created unique real 

estate opportunities. From the earliest civilizations that settled around lakes for water 
and agriculture, to the modern-day developments that revolve around man-made 
lakes like Bois d'Arc Lake, water bodies have consistently played a central role in how 
communities grow and thrive. 

T 
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Lakes offer a variety of benefits that make them desirable locations for real estate 
development. They provide natural beauty, recreational opportunities, and a sense of 
tranquility that few other landscapes can match. Whether it's natural lakes like Lake 
Tahoe or Lake Michigan, or artificial creations like Lake Mead and Bois d'Arc Lake, 
lakeside living has long been synonymous with luxury, escape, and a higher quality of 
life. This enduring appeal continues to drive demand for waterfront properties, luxury 
developments, and master-planned communities built around lakes. 

The relationship between lakes and real estate is not just about creating places for 
people to live—it’s about fostering vibrant communities that balance economic 
growth with environmental stewardship. As seen with Bois d'Arc Lake, lakes can act 
as powerful catalysts for regional development, transforming rural areas into thriving 
hubs of commerce, recreation, and residential expansion. The ripple effects of lake 
development extend beyond the immediate area, stimulating job creation, 
infrastructure investment, and long-term economic growth. 

 

7.2 WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS FOR LAKES AND REAL ESTATE 

Looking to the future, lakes will continue to play a critical role in shaping real estate 
trends in the United States. However, the way we approach lake development is 
evolving in response to new challenges and opportunities. Climate change, 
environmental sustainability, and advances in technology are influencing how lakes 
are integrated into urban planning and real estate development. 

 

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH AROUND LAKES 

Sustainability will be at the forefront of future lake developments. As environmental 
consciousness continues to grow, both developers and homebuyers are prioritizing 
eco-friendly construction practices, energy efficiency, and water conservation. The 
goal is not just to create beautiful lakefront properties but to ensure that these 
developments are sustainable in the long term. This means building communities that 
minimize their impact on the natural environment while providing residents with 
access to clean water, green spaces, and outdoor recreational activities. 
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Lakes will also play a central role in addressing broader environmental and urban 
planning challenges. With urban sprawl threatening natural ecosystems and green 
spaces, lakes can serve as natural buffers that limit expansion and encourage more 
compact, sustainable communities. The focus will shift from uncontrolled 
development to smart, strategic growth that preserves the natural beauty and 
ecological health of lakes and their surrounding areas. 

 

TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION IN LAKE MANAGEMENT 

The future of lakes and real estate will also be shaped by advancements in 
technology. Smart water management systems, AI-powered environmental 
monitoring, and green building innovations will allow for more efficient and 
sustainable use of lakes as resources for both water supply and recreation. 
Technologies like drones, sensors, and AI will provide real-time insights into the health 
of lakes, helping developers and local governments monitor water quality, predict 
environmental risks, and manage resources more effectively. 

Incorporating these technologies will be essential for preserving the natural 
ecosystems of lakes while also ensuring that they remain viable as sources of drinking 
water, recreation, and real estate development. Smart city designs that integrate 
lakes as key features will allow urban planners to build more resilient, eco-friendly 
cities that offer both economic opportunity and a high quality of life. 

 

ADAPTING TO CLIMATE CHANGE 

Climate change presents one of the greatest challenges to the future of lakes and real 
estate development. Rising temperatures, changing rainfall patterns, and extreme 
weather events will affect water levels, water quality, and the viability of lakefront 
communities. Developers and local governments will need to adopt strategies for 
climate resilience, including flood protection, drought management, and sustainable 
water use. 

Bois d'Arc Lake is an example of how man-made lakes can provide solutions to some 
of these challenges, such as water scarcity in rapidly growing regions. However, the 
long-term sustainability of such projects will depend on careful planning, smart 
resource management, and an ongoing commitment to environmental protection. 
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7.3 FINAL REFLECTIONS ON BOIS D'ARC LAKE AND ITS 
LEGACY 

Bois d'Arc Lake stands as a model for future lake developments, offering key lessons 
in how lakes can be designed and managed to serve both practical needs and long-
term economic growth. Its primary purpose, ensuring a reliable water supply for the 
Dallas-Fort Worth region, has been successfully achieved. But beyond that, the lake 
has sparked significant real estate development, transformed local communities, and 
created opportunities for recreation and tourism. 

The lake’s impact on surrounding areas like Bonham, Texas, underscores the 
importance of strategic, sustainable development. By balancing economic opportunity 
with environmental stewardship, Bois d'Arc Lake has set a precedent for how future 
lake developments can be both profitable and responsible. The success of the project 
has been driven by public-private partnerships, a focus on sustainable land-use 
practices, and the careful integration of new infrastructure to support the growing 
population. 

As we look ahead, the legacy of Bois d'Arc Lake will continue to inspire new 
approaches to lake development in the U.S. and beyond. The lessons learned from this 
project will inform future efforts to create lakes that not only serve immediate needs 
like water supply but also foster long-term economic growth, environmental 
protection, and community well-being. 

 

CONCLUSION: A VISION FOR LAKES IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

Lakes have always been at the heart of human civilization, offering resources that 
sustain life and drive economic growth. As we enter the 21st century, the role of lakes 
in real estate and urban development is more important than ever. Whether through 
the development of man-made lakes like Bois d'Arc or the revitalization of natural 
lakefronts, lakes provide unique opportunities for sustainable, smart growth. 

The future of lakes and real estate will be defined by the ability to balance 
development with environmental preservation. Climate resilience, technological 
innovation, and sustainable land-use practices will be the guiding principles that 
ensure lakes remain valuable resources for generations to come.  



   

       

 

 

41 

THE IMPACT OF LAKES ON REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT IN THE USA 

By embracing these principles, developers, governments, and communities can create 
thriving, vibrant spaces around lakes—places that offer both economic opportunity 
and a deep connection to nature. 

The enduring appeal of lakes will continue to shape where we live, how we build, and 
the future of real estate development. Lakes, with their timeless beauty and vital 
resources, will remain key drivers of growth, culture, and community for decades to 
come. The story of Bois d'Arc Lake is just one chapter in a much larger narrative of 
how lakes will shape the future of real estate in the United States—a future where 
sustainable development, environmental protection, and human well-being are all 
inextricably linked to the presence of water. 
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ECONOMIC PROJECTIONS FOR 
HONEY GROVE AND BONHAM: THE 

IMPACT OF BOIS D'ARC LAKE 
The development of Bois d'Arc Lake has triggered a significant economic 
transformation in Fannin County, particularly in the cities of Honey Grove and 
Bonham. As the lake continues to attract residential, commercial, and recreational 
developments, these areas are projected to experience substantial economic growth. 
This section outlines the projected economic impacts on Honey Grove and Bonham, 
supported by real estate trends, population growth forecasts, and tourism revenue 
estimates. 

 

BONHAM, TEXAS: ECONOMIC GROWTH PROJECTIONS 

1. POPULATION GROWTH AND HOUSING DEMAND 

Bonham, located just 15 miles from Bois d'Arc Lake, is projected to experience 
substantial population growth as demand for housing increases. The city’s 
population, which stood at approximately 10,000 in 2020, is expected to increase by 
20-25% over the next decade, driven by new lakefront developments and the appeal 
of the area as a recreational destination. 

• Projected population by 2030: ~12,500 

• Annual residential growth rate: 2-3% 

• New housing developments: At least 1,000 new homes planned or under 
construction, ranging from lakefront properties to more affordable single-family 
homes. 
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2. PROPERTY VALUE INCREASE 

The real estate market in Bonham has already seen significant growth due to the 
development of Bois d'Arc Lake. Property values are expected to increase by 30-40% 
over the next five years, particularly for lakefront and nearby properties. The average 
home price, which was around $180,000 in 2020, is projected to reach $250,000 - 
$280,000 by 2030, driven by increased demand from new residents and investors. 

 

3. COMMERCIAL AND RETAIL EXPANSION 

Bonham is expected to see significant commercial and retail development in response 
to population growth and increased tourism. New shopping centers, restaurants, and 
service businesses are expected to emerge to meet the needs of residents and 
tourists. The city’s commercial real estate market is projected to grow by 20-25% over 
the next five years. 

• Projected retail and service job creation: Over 500 new jobs by 2028 

• Projected commercial real estate growth: $50 million in new investments in 
retail, restaurants, and services over the next decade. 

 

4. TOURISM AND RECREATIONAL REVENUE 

Bois d'Arc Lake is expected to draw significant tourism to Bonham, thanks to its 
recreational offerings like fishing, boating, and hiking. The lake’s proximity to the 
Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex makes it an attractive weekend getaway destination, 
further boosting tourism. 

• Projected annual tourism revenue: $5-7 million by 2025, increasing to $10 
million by 2030 

• Tourism-related job creation: An estimated 200-300 jobs in hospitality, retail, 
and recreational services over the next five years. 
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HONEY GROVE, TEXAS: ECONOMIC GROWTH PROJECTIONS 

1. POPULATION GROWTH AND HOUSING DEMAND 

Honey Grove, located just northeast of Bois d'Arc Lake, is poised for similar growth to 
Bonham, though on a smaller scale. The city, with a population of around 1,700 in 
2020, is expected to grow by 15-20% over the next decade as new residents move 
to the area for its proximity to the lake and affordable housing options. 

• Projected population by 2030: ~2,000 

• New housing developments: Approximately 300-400 new homes planned, 
including lake-adjacent properties and more affordable options inland. 

 

2. PROPERTY VALUE INCREASE 

Property values in Honey Grove have started to rise due to the influence of the lake. 
Homes in Honey Grove, which were valued at an average of $130,000 in 2020, are 
expected to appreciate by 25-30% over the next five years, reaching average prices 
of $160,000 - $175,000 by 2030. 

• Projected property value increase: 30% growth in property prices by 2028 

 

3. COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

Honey Grove is expected to see a moderate increase in commercial activity, primarily 
driven by the need for local services and retail to support the growing population. 
While smaller than Bonham, Honey Grove is likely to attract boutique businesses, 
restaurants, and tourism-focused retail due to its proximity to Bois d'Arc Lake. 

• Projected commercial real estate growth: $10-15 million in new investments 
in local businesses and retail over the next decade 

• Job creation in retail and service industries: Over 100 new jobs by 2030 
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4. TOURISM AND RECREATIONAL IMPACT 

Like Bonham, Honey Grove is expected to benefit from the tourism draw of Bois d'Arc 
Lake. Visitors to the lake will contribute to the local economy through spending at 
restaurants, retail shops, and recreational facilities. 

• Projected annual tourism revenue: $2-3 million by 2025, increasing to $5 
million by 2030 

• Tourism-related job creation: Estimated 50-100 jobs over the next five years. 

 

OVERALL ECONOMIC IMPACT ON FANNIN COUNTY 

The economic projections for Bonham and Honey Grove are part of a broader growth 
trend expected throughout Fannin County, driven by the development of Bois d'Arc 
Lake. The lake has transformed the region into an attractive location for both 
residential and commercial real estate, with significant long-term economic benefits. 
Overall, the county is expected to see: 

• Population growth: Projected 15-20% increase in the county’s population by 
2030 

• Property value appreciation: County-wide property values expected to rise by 
25-35% over the next decade 

• Tourism growth: Tourism revenue in Fannin County projected to reach $15-20 
million annually by 2030 

• Job creation: Over 1,000 new jobs county-wide in tourism, real estate, 
construction, and retail by 2030. 

These projections illustrate the transformative impact of Bois d'Arc Lake on Fannin 
County’s economy, with Bonham and Honey Grove standing out as key beneficiaries 
of this growth. As these cities continue to develop, the lake will remain at the center 
of economic expansion, drawing residents, businesses, and tourists to the region for 
years to come. 

 

Disclaimer : While this research incorporates data from multiple credible sources, we were unable to independently 
verify some of the referenced information. This draft serves as a valuable guide for internal decision-making 
purposes, but we strongly recommend conducting your own due diligence before making final conclusions. 

  



   

       

 

 

46 

THE IMPACT OF LAKES ON REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT IN THE USA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	Contents
	Chapter 1: Introduction to Lakes and Real Estate Development
	1.1 The Role of Natural Resources in Urban Expansion
	1.2 Lakes as Catalysts for Economic Growth
	1.3 Overview of the Bois d'Arc Lake Project
	Real Estate Implications

	Conclusion

	Chapter 2: Historical Context of Lakes and Real Estate
	2.1 The Early Days: Lakes as Centers of Civilization
	2.2 The Industrial Revolution and Lakefront Development
	2.3 20th Century Lakeside Living
	2.4 Environmental Policies and the Preservation of Lakes
	2.5 The Emergence of Man-Made Lakes
	Conclusion

	Chapter 3: Bois d'Arc Lake – A Historic Transformation
	3.1 History of Bois d'Arc Lake: Origins and Purpose
	3.2 How Bois d'Arc Lake Shaped Regional Infrastructure
	Transportation and Accessibility
	Utility Expansion
	Recreational Infrastructure

	3.3 The Real Estate Boom: From Rural Land to Prime Lakefront Property
	Increased Demand for Lakefront Properties
	Emergence of Master-Planned Communities
	Shift in Property Values and Economic Growth

	3.4 A Case Study: Bonham, Texas
	Real Estate Expansion
	Tourism and Recreation
	Long-Term Impacts

	Conclusion

	Chapter 4: Economic and Social Impact on Surrounding Cities
	4.1 Growth of Fannin County and Surrounding Areas
	Population Increase and Urbanization
	Economic Diversification

	4.2 Real Estate Trends Post-Bois d'Arc Lake Development
	Rising Property Values
	Emergence of Luxury Developments
	Expansion of Residential and Commercial Zones

	4.3 A Case Study on Bonham, Texas
	Population Growth and Housing Development
	Economic Impact
	Challenges of Rapid Growth
	Long-Term Outlook

	Conclusion

	Chapter 5: Environmental and Sustainability Considerations
	5.1 Balancing Development and Environmental Protection
	5.2 Lessons from Bois d'Arc Lake
	Habitat Restoration and Preservation
	Water Quality Monitoring
	Sustainable Real Estate Development

	5.3 Long-Term Sustainability and Climate Considerations
	Climate Resilience
	Sustainable Water Management
	Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services

	Conclusion

	Chapter 6: The Future of Lakes and Real Estate in the USA
	6.1 How Lakes Will Shape Future Urban Planning
	The Rise of Master-Planned Lake Communities
	Waterfront Revitalization and Redevelopment
	Incorporating Lakes into Smart City Designs

	6.2 Insights from the Bois d'Arc Lake Project
	Leveraging Lakes for Regional Economic Growth
	Sustainable Development Practices as a Competitive Advantage
	Public-Private Partnerships as a Model for Success

	6.3 Lakes as a Solution to Urban Sprawl
	Creating Natural Green Belts
	Promoting Eco-Tourism and Recreation

	6.4 Technology and Innovation in Lake Management
	Smart Water Management Systems
	Environmental Monitoring with AI and Drones

	Conclusion

	Chapter 7: Conclusion – The Enduring Connection Between  Lakes and Real Estate
	7.1 The Enduring Connection Between Lakes and Real Estate
	7.2 What the Future Holds for Lakes and Real Estate
	Sustainable Growth Around Lakes
	Technological Innovation in Lake Management
	Adapting to Climate Change

	7.3 Final Reflections on Bois d'Arc Lake and Its Legacy
	Conclusion: A Vision for Lakes in the 21st Century

	Economic Projections for Honey Grove and Bonham: The Impact of Bois d'Arc Lake
	Bonham, Texas: Economic Growth Projections
	1. Population Growth and Housing Demand
	2. Property Value Increase
	3. Commercial and Retail Expansion
	4. Tourism and Recreational Revenue

	Honey Grove, Texas: Economic Growth Projections
	1. Population Growth and Housing Demand
	2. Property Value Increase
	3. Commercial Development
	4. Tourism and Recreational Impact

	Overall Economic Impact on Fannin County


